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DTS: In The Larger Siitra, it is said: Those who desire to be born in the Pure Land are to
be awakened to the Enlightenment mind (bodhicitta) which is the primal cause [of birth
in the Pure Land]. What is bodhi? It is the name given to the unsurpassable Buddha-way.
When the mind is awakened and Buddhahood is attained, this mind will be found to be
of such magnitude as to prevail over the whole Dharma-world. This mind is also eternity
itself; it knows no future. This mind is thoroughly liberated from the hindrances of the
two vehicles. When the awakening once takes place, the wheel of birth-and-death, which
started its revolving in the beginningless past, will be upset. . . ; (p. 155)

CWS: The Larger Sutra states: If you aspire for birth in the Pure Land, you should
unfailingly take as essential the awakening of the mind aspiring for enlightenment; this is
the basis [for attaining birth]. Why? Because “enlightenment” is a name for the supreme
Buddha-way. If you desire to attain Buddhahood by awakening this mind of aspiration, it
will be vast and pervade the dharma-realm; it will be everlasting and continue throughout
all the future. This mind is in every respect free of the hindrances of the two vehicles. If
you once awaken this mind, you will break out of the round of existence that you have
been undergoing ever since the beginningless past. . . . (p. 119)

Inagaki: The Larger Sutra states [in effect]: If you wish to be born in the Pure Land, the
basic requirement is to awaken the bodhi-mind. The reason is that bodhi is a name for the
supreme path. If you have awakened the aspiration for Buddhahood, this aspiration is so
vast as to pervade the Dharma realm. This aspiration is everlasting, reaching the limit of
the future age. It is free of all the hindrances of the two vehicles. If you have awakened
this aspiration even once, the beginningless cycle of birth and death will be destroyed.
(pp. 128-129)

Yamamoto: The Larger Sutra says: ‘If we desire to be born in the Pure Land, what we
necessarily need is the mind that aspires to Bodhi. Why? Because Bodhi is the name
for the Unsurpassed Buddhist Way. Should one desire to aspire to Bodhi and to become
the Buddha, this mind will widely and greatly fill in all worlds. This mind will long go
for the eternal future. This mind will all minutely come away from the hindrances of
the Two Vehicles. If one once well aspires, this will stop the wheel of transmigration
that knows no beginning. . . . (pp. 132-133)
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The Great Sutra states: Generally speaking, if one wishes to be born in the Pure Land,
taking the use of the giving rise to the aspiration to bodhi as the lynchpin serves as the
wellspring. Why? Because bodhi is indeed the name of unsurpassed Buddhist
enlightenment (way). If one wishes to give rise to this aspiration and become a Buddha,
this mind is vast and expansive, completely filling the Dharma realm. This mind goes
long and far, exhausting the limit of the future. This mind fully and entirely separates
one from the hindrances of the two vehicles. When one can just once give rise to this
mind, the wheel of existence in birth-and-death from the beginningless past is
overturned.
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DTS: The Siitra of Great Compassion raises the question: What is great compassion?
When the devotee continuously keeps up his practice of the nenbutsu and is never
interrupted, he will, when he passes away from this world, surely be born in the Land of
Happiness. If the devotees continue to persuade others to practice the nenbutsu, they are
all said to be practicing great compassion. (p. 155)

CWS: The Sutra of Great Compassion states: What is “great compassion”? Those who
continue solely in the nembutsu without any interruption will thereby be born without fail
in the land of happiness at the end of life. If these people encourage each other and bring
others to say the Name, they are all called “people who practice great compassion.” (p.
119)

Inagaki: The Great Compassion Sutra (Mahdakaruna-siitra) has this to say: What is
“great compassion”? If you exclusively and continuously practice the Nembutsu, you will
definitely be born in the Land of Peace and Bliss when your life ends. Those who in their
turn encourage others to practice the Nembutsu are called those who practice great
compassion. (pp. 128-129)

Yamamoto: The Daihikyo says: ‘Why do we say ‘great compassion’? If the Nembutsu
continues and goes unbroken, one, as life ends, will unfailingly be born in the Pure
Land. If one well does one after the other and practice the Nembutsu, such a one can

well be called one who practices Great Compassion’”. (pp. 132-133)
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The Sutra on Great Compassion states: What is referred to as “great compassion™? If

one exclusively thinks of the Buddha continuously and without interruption, at the end
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of one's life, one will assuredly be born in [the Land of] Peace and Contentment. If
those who can, each in their turn, encourage each other to practice the nenbutsu are all

referred to as people who practice great compassion.
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