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Japan, the Chinas, and the Koreas will be able to form a bloc easily because they share
many features that blocs must have to work smoothly. They are all in the same region,
and they share common religious, historical, linguistic, racial, and other cultural
features which set them apart from all other countries and regions. (---) This will be
hard for the Japanese to adjust to. As a culture, they are not used to relating to others
as equals. (---) Japan, a reunified China, and a reunified Korea will be equal partners in
Confucio community. China, however, because of its historical experience as the
leading “middle kingdom” of the region, may take the leading political role, somewhat
like the role France plays in EU. (---) Japan will be the key country in forming Confucio.
The way Japan reacts to the changing political situation, especially to changes in its
relationship with the United States, will lead directly to the formation of Confucio.
(Lawrence Taub, 7he Spiritual Imperative, Clear Glass Press, 1995, p.119. 5#iHi1X 5]
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